
the wildlife of Madagascar
with Ann & Rob Simpson
July 23 – August 7, 2022

Program HigHligHts

holbrook.travel/simpson-mg22

madagascar

Journey to the “eighth continent” for a 
chance to discover the endemic flora and 
fauna of one of the world’s most unique 
biodiversity hotspots—Madagascar! 
From lemurs and chameleons to flying 
foxes and baobab trees, the incredible 
diversity of Madagascar’s native 
species inhabit a range of ecosystems 
across varied and stunning landscapes. 
Visit national parks, private reserves, 
traditional villages, and the capital of 
Antananarivo for exciting photographic 
opportunities at every turn.

•	 Photograph	an	array	of	Madagascar’s	unique	wildlife,	
such	as	chameleons,	bats,	birds,	insects,	and	lemurs—
including	the	largest	of	all	lemur	species,	the	indri.

•	 Explore	private	reserves	and	national	parks	in	the	
tropical	rainforests	of	Andasibe	and	Akanin’ny	Nofy	
and	the	spiny	forests	of	Berenty.	

•	 Stroll	the	colorful	streets	of	Fort	Dauphin,	a	fishing	
village	on	the	country’s	southeast	coast.

•	 Visit	Lemur	Island,	a	sanctuary	where	you	can	
photograph	and	interact	with	lemurs	rescued	from	
the	pet	trade.

•	 Take	night	hikes	in	search	of	nocturnal	species,	
including	the	unusual-looking	aye-aye	lemur.	

•	 Optional	post-trip	extension:	Ankarafantsika	National	
Park,	August	6-12,	2022



July 28 - AkAnin’ny nofy 
Early this morning, visit Analamazaotra Reserve for some final 
photographic opportunities in the Andasibe region (with picnic lunch). 
Later, drive to the seaside village of Manambato and from there, take the 
ferry to Akanin’ny Nofy, which means “Nest of Dreams.” After an early 
dinner, take a nocturnal excursion by boat in search of the unusual-
looking aye-aye lemur. Overnight at Palmarium Hotel. (BLD)

July 29 - AkAnin’ny nofy
Today, spend time in the Akanin’ny Nofy private reserve, also known 
as Palmarium Park. The park covers approximately 124 acres in the 
Lake Ampitabe area, on a peninsula between the Pangalanes Channel 
and the Indian Ocean. Discover endemic flora, such as rare palm trees, 
orchids, and mahoganies. Up to 10 lemur species can be seen in the 
park, including the black-and-white ruffed lemur, black lemur, crowned 
lemur, Coquerel’s sifaka, and a brown-and-crowned lemur hybrid. After 
lunch at the hotel, go to the beach to photograph some frogs and local 
flora. Have an early dinner, and then take the boat to the peninsula for a 
second nocturnal excursion to find the aye-aye. Overnight at Palmarium 
Hotel. (BLD)

July 30 - AntAnAnArivo
After breakfast, transfer by boat to Manambato and drive back to 
Antananarivo. Arrive at the hotel in Antananarivo in time for dinner. 
Overnight at Palissandre Hotel. (BLD)

July 31 - Berenty
After an early breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flight to Fort 
Dauphin on the southeast coast. Upon arrival, learn about the history 
of this fishing town and about the positive effects tourism has had as 
you explore the colorful streets on foot. Have lunch, then continue to 
Berenty. Berenty is a privately owned reserve that lies only 50 miles from 
Fort Dauphin. However, the road is long and bumpy, so be prepared 
for an adventurous four- to five-hour drive through local villages and 
stunning countryside. Upon arrival in Berenty, settle into your room 
and have a short rest, followed by dinner. Later, take a walk through 
the spiny forest, looking for nocturnal species such as the grey mouse 
lemur, the white-footed sportive lemur, chameleons, and birds. (Please 
note that the schedule of internal flights within Madagascar is subject 
to change without prior notice. Depending on final flight schedule, the 
final itinerary might be different.) Overnight at Berenty Lodge. (BLD)

August 1 - Berenty
Spend the next four days exploring the Berenty reserve along its network 
of trails. The reserve is home to five species of lemurs, a resident colony 
of Madagascar fruit bats or flying foxes, and 96 bird species. Berenty is 
famous for its lemurs because of the ease with which they may be seen 
here in the wild. Red-fronted brown lemurs occur in large numbers 
during the day, and both white-footed sportive and grey mouse lemurs 
are regularly encountered on night walks. The ring-tailed lemurs and 
Verreaux’s sifakas are frequent favorites. Be on the lookout for the 
numerous Giant Coua, as well as any other species you may have missed 
so far. Before dinner each night, enjoy walks within the spiny forest to 
look for nocturnal species. Overnight at Berenty Lodge. (BLD)

July 23 - in flight 
Depart the United States for Madagascar.

July 24 - AntAnAnArivo
Upon arrival at Antananarivo International Airport, clear customs and 
immigration, meet your local guide, and transfer to your hotel. This 
is a travel day and no meals are included. Please note operational days 
for flights to Madagascar are subject to change without prior notice 
and there might be need for additional hotel nights at Antananarivo at 
additional cost. Check-in starts at 12 pm. Overnight at Palissandre Hotel.

July 25 - AndAsiBe
After a short briefing, check out and travel east through green and 
luxuriant vegetation. Stop in Marozevo and spend some time at 
Peyrieras Nature Farm, a small, private reserve. This is a good photo 
opportunity for endemic chameleons, bats, frogs, and unique insects like 
the endangered comet moth, one of the largest moths know to science. 
Have a picnic lunch at the farm before continuing on to Andasibe. This 
part of the country is characterized by many primary forests, lakes, and a 
humid climate. Set amid a eucalyptus plantation about four miles from 
the Analamazaotra Reserve entrance, Vakona Forest Lodge is considered 
one of the most comfortable hotels in this area. The individual 
bungalows are thoughtfully scattered throughout the grounds and each 
boasts generous space, a private bathroom, an electric heater, a mini bar, 
and a safe. Overnight at Vakona Lodge or similar. (BLD)

July 26 - AndAsiBe 
This morning, visit Analamazaotra Reserve to spend the day 
photographing in the Andasibe region. This tropical wet forest is home 
to the largest of all lemur species: the indri. Return to the lodge for 
lunch, then visit Vakona Reserve and Lemur Island, a sanctuary for 
displaced lemurs that were former pets and not suited for reintroduction 
into the wild. The rescued lemurs are island-bound but free-ranging and 
present outstanding photo opportunities of a nice selection of species. 
At about 5:30 pm, depart for an evening walk in the forest to look for 
frogs, chameleons, moths, leaf-tailed geckos, mouse lemurs, and other 
nocturnal animals at VOIMMA Community Reserve. The acronym 
stands for Vondron’olona miaro mitia ala, which translates to “local 
people love the forest.” Return to the hotel at about 8 pm for dinner. 
Overnight at Vakona Lodge or similar. (BLD)

July 27 - AndAsiBe
Begin the day with breakfast at the hotel, then drive about eight miles 
to Mantadia National Park. Walk within the park for the chance to spot 
a variety of lemurs, including the indri, diademed sifaka, black-and-
white ruffed lemur, grey bamboo lemur, common brown lemur, and 
red-bellied lemur. Also watch for birds such as couas, vangas, sunbirds, 
and ground-rollers. Have a picnic lunch within the park. In the 
afternoon, continue your time at the park before heading back to the 
hotel. Make another visit to Lemur Island on the hotel property. This 
evening, return to VOIMMA for another nocturnal walk. Overnight at 
Vakona Lodge or similar. (BLD)

BLD	=	BrEAkFAST,	LuNch,	DINNEr

itinerary



LAND	Pricing

$5,250 per person  
Cost is based on a minimum of 12 participants, and includes meals, 
accommodations, and activities as indicated in the itinerary, in-country 
transportation, internal flights, full-time guide for the duration of the 
program, and bottled water on the bus.

Does not include international airfare, tips/gratuities, alcoholic 
beverages, or items of a personal nature.

Cost is based on double occupancy; for a single room throughout the trip, 
add $550 per person. A $200 per person non-refundable deposit and 
enrollment form are required to reserve your space on the trip. Final non-
refundable payments are due March 25, 2022.

ThE	fine Print

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants. These plans help provide coverage once the trip has 
departed and offer benefits for Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & 
Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency Evacuation and more. 

Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the Group 
Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/Interruption, in 
addition to many other insurance benefits and non-insurance assistance 
services. If interested in this optional plan, we can provide you with 
rates and plan details.

TrAVEL	Protection

August 2-4 - Berenty
Full day at Berenty private reserve. Overnight at Berenty Lodge. (BLD)

August 5 - AntAnAnArivo
After breakfast, return to Fort Dauphin and fly to Antananarivo. Have 
dinner at a local restaurant. Overnight at Palissandre Hotel. (BLD)

August 6 - AntAnAnArivo/depArt
This morning, visit Lemur Park, a small botanical garden and lemur 
reserve, with lunch on-site. There is a possibility of photographing nine 
lemur species, including the very rare crowned sifaka, mongoose lemur, 
and black lemur. Then spend the afternoon at a bird park in the middle 
of the city for final photographic opportunities. Have dinner at the 
hotel. If you are continuing on the post-trip extension, stay the night 
at Palissandre Hotel. Otherwise, head to the airport for your departure 
flight; hotel check-out is at 11 pm. Day room at Palissandre Hotel. (BLD)

August 7 - Arrive us
Arrive home following your overnight flight.

meet your leaders

ANN	SIMPSON
Ann Simpson is a professor at her alma mater, Lord Fairfax Community 
College, specializing in biology, anatomy, and physiology. She and her 
husband, Rob, own Simpson’s Nature Photography, organize nature 
photography and natural history tours around the world, and were the 
premiere photographers leading workshops in the national parks for 
Canon. The duo have also authored and provded all the photography for 
19 books, primarily national park nature and wildflower guides, and a 
wildflower app for Farcountry Press and Falcon Guides.

rOB	SIMPSON
Rob Simpson is a professor at Lord Fairfax Community College, where 
he teaches field biology courses in ornithology, botany, mycology, and 
ecology. He is program head for the Outdoor and Nature Photography 
Careers Certificate, and along with Ann, they are passionate about 
teaching professional photography techniques. Their images have been 
published in hundreds of magazines including National Geographic, 
Time, Audubon, and National Wildlife. Their books and photos have 
won numerous awards, and on the natural history tours they coach 
participants on how to bring home award-winning photos.



for more information	Or	TO	ENrOLL
Visit holbrook.travel/simpson-mg22 or contact Stefanie Plein at stefanie@holbrooktravel.com or 877-910-6548.

Photos by Ann & Rob simPson

August 6 - AntAnAnArivo
Today’s activities and meals are included in the main program. 
Overnight at Palissandre Hotel. (BLD)

August 7 - AmpiJoroA
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for the flight to Mahajanga 
on the north coast. Travel to Ankarafantsika National Park 
(which used to be known as, and still incorporates, the 
Ampijoroa Forest Station). The area is home to eight lemur 
species and is the last refuge of several lemur and bird species, 
which is why protecting the park is so important. It is the only 
place where the golden-brown mouse lemur occurs. During day 
hikes, Coquerel’s sifaka are commonly seen, as well as mongoose 
and brown lemurs and the rhinoceros chameleon. At night, it’s 
possible to see the Milne-Edwards’ sportive lemur, mongoose 
lemur, western woolly lemur, grey mouse lemur, and fat-tailed 
dwarf lemur. Ankarafantsika is also the best place to see the 
spectacular Madagascar Crested Ibis, White-throated Rail, and 
a host of raptors. The star attraction, however, is the endangered 
Madagascar Fish-Eagle, now down to about 100 pairs. In the 
woods, you may also see Greater Vasa Parrot, Madagascar Lesser 
Cuckoo, Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher, and various vangas. A 
boat cruise on Lake Ravelobe offers sights of Humblot’s Heron, 
Madagascan Malachite Kingfisher, Madagascar Fish-Eagle, as well 
as excellent views of many other water birds. Overnight at Gite 
d’Ampijoroa. (BLD)

August 8 - AmpiJoroA
Spend a full day at Ankarafantsika, including a boat ride. 
Ankarafantsika National Park is famous for its special lemurs 
but it also has an impressive number of endemic and rare birds. 
About 130 species are found here; of these, 75 are endemic and 

EXTENSION	LAND	Pricing

$3,675 (based on a minimum of 6 participants)
Cost includes meals, accommodations, and activities as 
indicated in the itinerary, in-country transportation, internal 
flights, full-time guide for duration of program, and bottled 
water on the bus.
Does not include gratuities or items of a personal nature. 

Cost is based on double occupancy; for a single room throughout the 
extension add $185 per person. A $200 per person non-refundable 
deposit and enrollment form are required to reserve your space on the 
trip. Final non-refundable payments are due April 8, 2022.

EXTENSION	fine Print

oPtional Post-triP extension 
Ankarafantsika	National	Park
August 6-12, 2022

about one-third start the common name with Madagascar. The 
park has nine species of vanga—including the Sickle-billed Vanga, 
Van Dam’s Vanga (EN), Madagascar Blue Vanga, and Nuthatch 
Vanga—Red-capped Coua, Coquerel’s Coua, White-breasted 
Mesite, Cuckoo Roller, Schlegel’s Asity, Velvet Asity, Madagascar 
Fish Eagle (EN), Madagascar Kestrel, Madagascar Harrier Hawk, 
Madagascar Buzzard, Madagascar Scops-Owl, Madagascar Grebe 
(EN), Madagascar Heron (EN), Madagascar Pond-Heron (EN), 
Madagascar Crested Ibis (T), and Madagascar Jacana (T), plus 
many others. Overnight at Gite d’Ampijoroa. (BLD)

August 9 - AmpiJoroA
Continue exploring Ankarafantsika, including another boat 
ride. Ankarafantsika National Park is often called the “Kingdom 
of Birds,” but this dry tropical forest has an equally impressive 
number of woody plants. Over 800 species are present, many 
of them endemic to Madagascar. Notable examples include the 
flowering bush mpanjakabenitany (Baudouinia fluggeiformis), 
the katrafay (Cedrelopsis grevei) used in traditional medicine, the 
small tree lohavato (Hymenodictyon occidental), and sakoanala 
(Poupartia silvatica), a large tree with conspicuous flowers. It also 
has a good selection of reptiles and endemic frogs, including Nile 
crocodile, collared iguanid lizard, Oustalets’s giant chameleon, 
long-nosed chameleon, leaf-tailed geckos, spiny-tailed iguanas, 
the extremely rare Madagascan big-headed turtle, Antsouhy 
tomato frog, Madagascar bullfrog, Mascarene ridged frog, western 
bright-eyed frog, yellow striped reed frog, and tri-colored reed 
frog. This is also an area where the enigmatic leaf-nosed snake has 
been found. Overnight at Gite d’Ampijoroa. (BLD)

August 10 - mAhAJAngA
Spend a final morning in Ankarafantsika National Park, then 
travel back to Mahajanga for overnight. Overnight at Baobab Tree 
Hotel & Spa. (BLD)

August 11 - depArt
Transfer to the airport for your flight back to Antananarivo, then 
connect with your flight back to the US. (B)

August 12 - Arrive us
Arrive home following your overnight flight.


